
MISSIONAL COMMUNITY STUDY & DISCUSSION GUIDE 
Week of March 5th, 2023

DISCUSSION PRIMER

Take some time this week to read Luke 13:18-21 slowly and prayerfully. 
Ask yourself these questions: Where is God at work in my life? What 
does it look like to participate in the work of the Kingdom?

L U K E  1 3 : 1 8 - 2 1  
Big Idea: Jesus and His Kingdom Will Be Victorious 
Fallen Condition Focus: Opposition to the Kingdom 

• How does the previous text connect with the parables of Jesus in this 
passage? (See Lk 13:10-17) 

• What is the Kingdom of God? How is it both present and yet still to come? 
(See Lk 11:20; 17:20-21; Acts 1:6-8; HTB) 

• How does a seed and yeast illustrate the qualities of the Kingdom in the here 
and now?  

• Read 1 Cor. 5:6-8. How does Paul use yeast in this text? What is different 
and similar to Jesus’ parable? What principle is being taught in both? 

• What opposes Jesus and His Kingdom?  
• Gospel Connection: Read John 12:23-24. How does Jesus win the victory?

TEXTUAL INVESTIGATION

Read Luke 13:18-21 and explore together what the passage reveals about: 
1) The character and purposes of God? 4) Our identity in Christ?    
2) The fallen human condition?  5) Our obedience to Christ? 
3) The gospel of Jesus Christ?  6) Our relationship to others

REPLICABLE QUESTIONS

Have each participant identify a personal take-away in light of this study. Is there . . .  
• a command to obey? • a beauty to behold? • a mission to fulfill? 
• a promise to claim? • a truth to believe?  • an example to follow? 
• a sin to repent of? • a service to render? • a person to tell?

TEXTUAL APPLICATION: “So, what now?”

TEXTUAL INTERSECTION: How does the text intersect with our lives?
• When looking at the brokenness of our world and our city, do you have 

hope that God is at work bringing His Kingdom? Why or why not? 
• What might be opposing the Kingdom work of Jesus in your life right now? 

In our church? In our city? 
• Where is God working in seemingly small and insignificant ways? How 

might we join Him in that work? 
• What Kingdom seeds has God planted in your life? What fruit are they 

bringing forth? 
• What habits of life and worship is God calling you to imbibe? What habits is 

He calling you to leave behind?

NOTES FOR FURTHER STUDY

Supplemental Texts 
Ezek. 17:22-24; 31:6; Matt. 3:2; 6:10; 10:7; 11:12; 
13:24-34; Mk 1:15; 4:30-34; 14:25; Lk 3:9; 6:20; 10:11; 
11:20-23; 17:6, 20-21; 18:29-30; John 12:23-24; 18:36; 
Acts 1:6-8; Rom. 12:1-2; 1 Cor. 5:6-8; Gal. 5:9; Eph. 
1:20-22; Phil. 2:9-11; Col. 1:13 

Study Summary 
After Jesus heals a crippled woman while 
teaching in a synagogue, He is confronted with 
opposition from the synagogue leader. The 
teaching on the Kingdom comes right after this 
incident, and speaks to the ever persistent and 
eventual victory of Jesus and His Kingdom no 
matter the opposition He may face.  

Historical & Theological Background 

The Kingdom of God: Jesus spent much of 
His earthly ministry preaching, and His main 
topic was the Kingdom of God. God’s 
Kingdom is the acknowledgement and 
assertion of His power and authority. It is 
creation as it is meant to be: surrendered to 
the Creator. While many of the Israelites 
were looking forward to the establishment of 
an earthly king through which God would 
assert His power over the nations, Jesus 
revealed that the Kingdom is “God’s rule in 
action,” a whole new sphere created by 
God’s salvific work in the lives of men and 
women. Jesus taught that in Him the 
Kingdom has come, seen in “the authority 
with which He combated evil.” His acts of 
healing were not “interruptions of causal 
connections within natural law, but” 
“manifestations of the Kingdom of God.” In 
His preaching and miracles, Jesus was 
restoring creation, setting things right, 
loosing the bonds of Satan, and pointing 
forward to His final victory on the cross, 
which will be consummated when He 
returns to establish His Kingdom in its 
fullness. In this sense there is a present and 
future reality to the Kingdom of God. The 
Kingdom is present in the continued 
activities of the Savior and His people 
throughout the world in and by the Spirit. 
Yet, there remains a final establishment of 
God’s Kingdom in the future when Christ 
returns to make all things new and unite 
heaven and earth. 
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